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<lars has been suggested in their desire to derive     CHAK
~
a profit from the controversy,   the  most obvious
method of gratifying it being the infliction of fines
on the parties complained against.     In an exaction
of this kind did the general disturbance originate.
A zemindar had inflicted petty fines on several per-
sons, some of whom paid the amount while others
resisted.     Some  servants  of the  zemindar  were
dispatched to enforce payment from the obdurate,
but without success.     Not only was the required
payment refused, but the persons sent to demand it
were beaten,  and   one of their   number forcibly
detained.    The zemindar came down with a greater
force, and a petty disturbance ensued, in the course
of which a thatched building used as a mosque
caught fire and was consumed.     The police were
now called in, and ultimately the case was brought
before the  magistrate's court.    By this time the
ferment had greatly increased.    The fine levied by
the zemindars was ordinarily spoken of as a tax on
the beard, it being a point of conscience with the
reforming Mahometans to cultivate that ornament
of their persons with extraordinary care; and the
name added greatly to the previous unpopularity of
the exaction.
In the magistrate's court charges and counter-
charges were made, and positive testimony on one
side was met by contradictory testimony equally
positive on the other. None of the parties were
subjected to punishment, but some of the Mahome-
tans were bound over to keep the peace. This par-
tial success seems to have encouraged the zemindars